
 

 
Dear PCD Focal Points,                                                                                                                                                  Issue 1                                                                                                                          

In this Newsletter, we are pleased to announce the release of this year’s PCD Flagship Report, which focuses 
on policy coherence and green growth. This was a collective effort and we thank all external contributors for 
their inputs – you will receive a hard copy of the report in the post. We also take this opportunity to inform 
you about two events that we recently organised: a Side Event on low-carbon societies during the UN 
Sustainable Development Summit 2015 in New York and a Dialogue on the green economy and the SDGs 
implementation in Mexico City, as well as remind you about the next Focal Points meeting on 21 October. 
Finally, we would like to draw your attention to a selection of new OECD reports that are relevant from a 
policy coherence perspective.   

We are continuously expanding our mailing list, so feel free to forward this email to your colleagues. 
 
NEW RELEASE 
 

 

  
Better Policies for Development 2015: Policy Coherence and Green Growth 
(DOI: 10.1787/9789264236813-en) 

This report introduces the concept of Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development (PCSD), along with a proposal for monitoring coherence.  
It provides an overview of the core actions involved in aligning separate – 
and sometimes opposing – policy objectives, as well as managing potential 
trade-offs and synergies between them. In particular, it applies a policy 
coherence lens to green growth, as one of the priority areas for policy 
coherence identified in the OECD Strategy on Development. The report also 
includes numerous contributions from intellectuals, member states and civil 
society on the role of policy coherence in implementing the SDGs. 

 
UPCOMING EVENT 
 
Ninth meeting of the National Focal Points for Policy Coherence, 21 October, 9h30-18h00, OECD, Paris 

With the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as background, this meeting will provide 
an important opportunity to discuss the challenges and opportunities of SDG implementation. We will discuss 
how to draw on and adapt current PCD mechanisms to mobilise the whole government and enhance policy 
coherence for sustainable development in implementing the SDGs. The meeting will encourage focal points to 
share their national experiences in applying policy and institutional measures to respond to the Agenda 2030. 
A more detailed programme will be made available on our website shortly. 

Please send an email to PCD.Contact@oecd.org to register.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264236813-en
mailto:PCD.Contact@oecd.org


PAST ACTIVITIES 
 
Side Event to the UN Sustainable Development Summit 2015: Coherent policies for sustainable and low-
carbon societies  

This event, co-hosted by the government of Korea and the OECD, was opened by OECD Secretary-General 
Angel Gurría. It underlined the importance of applying a PCSD lens to national and global challenges alike and 
also in countries at all levels of income. A prominent panel emphasised the need for a structural 
transformation in order to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This will entail: 

 Integrated approaches to break the silos across the economic, environmental, and social areas, 
and at the local, national and international levels. Moving from PCD to PCSD will be instrumental 
for adopting whole-of-government/society approaches; 

 Clear incentives for shifting unsustainable pathways, reducing carbon emissions, and changing 
consumption patterns and corporate behaviours– money talks; 

 Bold political leadership to mobilise action and resources based on national strategic plans led by 
the Prime Minister’s office, as in Ethiopia; 

 Broad based engagement and participation of all actors including civil society and the scientific 
community.  PCSD is a key instrument to get governance to people; 

 Active engagement with the  private sector.  They are a key actor for change but need coherent 
policy frameworks, clear regulations and incentives; and 

 Greater opportunities for more systematic dialogue and debate. OECD provides such a platform. 
We are all developing countries when it comes to PCSD.  

Visit the event website.  
 

 
 

Dialogue on ‘Coherent public policies in the transition to a Green Economy, and in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development’ 

This dialogue took place in Mexico City on 29 September 2015. It was co-organised by the OECD, the UN 
Information Center (UNIC) in Mexico, and the UNEP Mexico Representative Office, in collaboration with the 
OECD Mexico Centre.  The event aimed to start a dialogue and collaboration between the OECD and UNEP to 
support government’s efforts to shift towards a green economy, based on policy coherence, inter-institutional 
collaboration and whole-of-government approaches. Participants highlighted that: 

 The universal, transformative and integrated nature of the new 2030 Agenda for sustainable 
development entails a new approach where domestic policies have a key role to play. It calls for 
breaking out of policy silos and integrating sustainability criteria into policy making.  

 The 2030 Agenda cannot be achieved without a shift towards a green economy. This entails a more 
sustainable use of natural capital and addressing economic, social and environmental objectives in a 
balanced manner. PCSD is absolutely necessary to support the transition, and to integrate the SDGs 
into domestic policies at all levels and promote whole-of-government approaches.  

http://www.oecd.org/pcd/ungasideevent2015.htm


 Policy and institutional innovations will be critical for creating incentives for a successful transition 
towards a green economy. This includes institutional mechanisms for promoting inter-ministerial co-
ordination and the integration of sustainable development into public policy; policy tools and 
instruments, such as budgeting, carbon taxes; clear and coherent regulatory frameworks for green 
investment; and strong policy action to phase out environmentally harmful subsidies, such as fossil 
fuel subsidies. The participation of local actors is fundamental for ensuring the implementation of the 
SDGs. 

 Capacity development and evidence based analysis will be critical to develop data and indicators to 
inform decision making, and improve accountability.  

Visit the event website and listen also to an interview with Ebba Dohlman, OECD, on UN Radio in Mexico. 
 

 
 
 
OTHER RECENT OECD PUBLICATIONS: FROM A PCSD PERSPECTIVE 
 

 

  
Aligning Policies for a Low-carbon Economy 
(DOI: 10.1787/9789264233294-en) 

This report produced in co-operation with the International Energy Agency 
(IEA), the International Transport Forum (ITF) and the Nuclear Energy Agency 
(NEA) identifies the misalignments between climate change objectives and 
policy and regulatory frameworks across a range of policy domains 
(investment, taxation, innovation and skills, trade, and adaptation) and 
activities at the heart of climate policy (electricity, urban mobility and rural 
land use). Outside of countries’ core climate policies, many of the regulatory 
features of today’s economies have been built around the availability of 
fossil fuels and without any regard for the greenhouse gas emissions 
stemming from human activities. This report makes a diagnosis of these 
contradictions and points to means of solving them to support a more 
effective transition of all countries to a low-carbon economy. 

   
 

 

 

 

http://www.oecd.org/pcd/oecdunepworkshop.htm
http://www.cinu.mx/multimedia/interview-with-ebba-dohlman-he.php/
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/aligning-policies-for-a-low-carbon-economy_9789264233294-en


© OECD’s Unit on Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development, 2015. 
 

 

 

OECD Companion to the Inventory of Support Measures for Fossil Fuels 
2015 (DOI:10.1787/9789264239616-en) 

This publication is concerned with all policies that directly support the 
production or consumption of fossil fuels in OECD countries and in a 
selection of partner economies. It provides a useful complement to the 
online OECD database that identifies and estimates direct budgetary 
transfers and tax expenditures benefitting fossil fuels, and from which it 
derives summary results and indicators on support to fossil fuels, as well as 
policy recommendations.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

International Migration Outlook 2015  
(DOI:10.1787/migr_outlook-2015-en) 

This publication analyses recent development in migration movements and 
policies in OECD countries and some non-member countries as well as the 
evolution of recent labour market outcomes of migration in OECD countries. 
It includes a special chapter on: "Changing Patterns in the international 
migration of doctors and nurses to OECD countries", as well as country notes 
and a statistical annex. 
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